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Savonarola and of Joan of Arc, at the execution of Maria
Antoinette or, whenever there had been a breathing-space,
during all the massacring ... of Armageddon. The
responsibility rests not on the individuals of the crowd but
on the citizens of whatever Republic organizes such
occasions. And on humanity the world over that considers
that the taking of an eye will hinder the taking of other eyes.
If you had asked that crowd why they were rejoicing they
would have answered that it was because the country was
being made safe for children . . . and you would have
found it hard to convince them that beanfeasts and bon-
fires, the wearing of mink coats and diamonds and the
consumption of champagne and brandies by the quart, were
not appropriate to the occasion. Not every one is able to
see that capital punishment is almost without effect in the
reduction of crime; and the whole complex organization of
the official body politic and the laws is arrayed to tell him
the contrary.
§
Nevertheless, I am bound to make the confession that I
found those Flemington days almost more than I could
stand, and I doubt if I could have gone through them had
it not been that the snow covered the Jersey Flats and ren-
dered that tragic and horrescent landscape for the moment
almost supportable^ almost innocent. It was a world of a
profound sadness induced by the thought that all these
manifestations are the best that we are able to achieve
after two thousand years of effort to evolve a civilization.
We belong to a society that is for ever howling boasts of its
material superiority over every other civilization, and the
only expedient that we can find to secure the safety of our
children is exhibitional murder by the body politic.
But don't blame Flemington. Blame yourself.
I was asked during those weeks, two or three times a
morning at least—how I thought the proceedings at Fleming-
ton compared with assize trials in England. And I was as
frequently told that New Jersey, of all the states of the
Union, prided itself most on the fact that its procedure in

